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Save the Balkan Rivers: 

Resisting Hydro Power Plants in the Balkans & Albania 

European Parliament (ASP 1G2) - Brussels 

7 March (14.30 - 18.30)

DRAFT PROGRAMME

14.30 – 14.40
Opening by MEP Gabi Zimmer President of GUE/NGL and MEP Stelios Kouloglou, GUE/NGL

14.45 – 15.30 
Documentary Film Screening: “Free Flow” by Elton Baxhaku/Balkan Investigative Reporting Network-BIRN 

 15.30 – 15.40 
Remarks by the Director of the Film E. Baxhaku 
 15.40 – 15.50 
Coffee Break

15.50 – 17.00 
Panel 1: Listening the voice of the local communities and the civil society 

Chair: MEP Stelios Kouloglou, GUE/NGL and MEP Thomas Waitz, The Greens
- MEP Thomas Waitz, The Greens, Vice-Chair of the Delegation for relations with Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo, Member of the EU-Serbia and EU-Montenegro SA Parliamentary Committees  
- RiverWatch, Ulrich Eichelman & EuroNatur, Theresa Schiller
- BankWatch, Igor Vejnovic

- Balkan Investigative Reporting Network, Besar Likmeta

Short interventions by:

                     
- WWF Adria, Irma Popovic-Dujmovic 



- Green Home (Montenegro) Natasa Kovacevic 

- EkoAkcija (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Anes Podic
- TOKA NGO for the Protection of the Albanian Alps (Albania), Catherine Bohne
- Milieukontakt (Albania), Valbona Mazreku 

- Artan Rama (Albania), Investigative Journalist  

 17.00 – 17.10:
Screening of part of Artan Rama film
  17.10 – 18.20:  
Panel 2: Common efforts for saving the Balkan Rivers 

Chair: MEP Stelios Kouloglou, GUE/NGL, Member of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee 

- MEP Ivan Jakovcic, ALDE, Vice-Chair of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee 

- Jesús Lavina, Head of Sector, Center of Thematic Expertise for connectivity, environment and regional development,  DG NEAR, European Commission
- Adrian Mara, Counsellor, Mission of Albania to the European Union

- Video Interventions by MEPs:

- MEP Knut Fleckenstein, S&D, Rapporteur of the European Parliament Report on Albania 
- MEP Eduard Kukan, EPP, Chair of the EU-Serbia SA Parliamentary Committee and Member of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee 
- MEP Elly Schlein, S&D, Vice-Chair of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee (tbc)
18.20 – 18.30
Closing remarks by MEP Ivan Jakovcic, ALDE, Vice-Chair of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee and MEP Stelios Kouloglou, GUE/NGL, Member of the EU-Albania SA Parliamentary Committee 

